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NHA member Voith Siemens Welcomes Obama 
 

 Presidential candidate Barack Obama (D-IL) expresses firm support for hydropower at campaign 
stop at NHA member Voith SiemensΩ ¸ƻǊƪΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΣ ǘǳǊōƛƴŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ 

 

 Obama viewed advanced, fish-friendly, hydropower turbine technologies and saw firsthand 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ Ƨƻōǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
energy, environmental, and economic goals. 
 

 NHA and its members stand ready to work with all public officials who support clean, 
affordable, renewable hydropower. 
 

Washington, DC (September 5, 2008) ς The National Hydropower Association today praised 
presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) for demonstrating his commitment to hydropower by 
visiting the York, Pennsylvania, turbine manufacturing plant owned by NHA member Voith Siemens. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ hōŀƳŀ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ visit ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
mixΣέ ǎŀƛŘ bI! ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ [ƛƴŘŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƛƻŎŎƛΦ  ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǇǇortunity we have 
ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦέ 
 
During the visit, Obama spoke to plant workers and Voith Siemens officials, toured the facility, and held 
ŀ άǘƻǿƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  During that event, he described his commitment to renewable energy. 
 
ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴΣέ hōŀƳŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅΧŀnd ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘȅŘǊƻΦέ 
 
Hydropower provides about 8 perceƴǘ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ   ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ±ƻƛǘƘ {ƛŜƳŜƴΩǎ advanced turbines, and new 
applications, such as tidal, wave, and instream hydrokinetic approaches, the industry could double its 
output in the next 20 years.    
 
ά²Ŝ support {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ hōŀƳŀΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ including 
the fish-friendly hydropower turbines he saw in PennsylvaniaΣέ Church Ciocci said.  ά¢ƘŜ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ 
industry has tremendous growth potential using applications like these, but we need development 
incentives, such as long-term extension of the Production Tax Credit, to make it happen. NHA is looking 
to Congress and a new administration to extend this provisionΦέ 
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Church Ciocci noted that ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ōƛǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ǎƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ objectives: 
 

 Clean, renewable energy resource growth ς Hydropower avoids 225 million metric tons of 
carbon-dioxide emissions that electricity generation from fossil fuels would produce.  
Hydropower produces no hazardous, radioactive, or toxic wastes. 
 

 Domestic job growth and investment ς 9ȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀŘŘǎ Ƨƻōǎ 
throughout the industry, including long-term, skilled manufacturing jobs in all regions.  
Hydropower development is attracting investment in U.S. energy projects from around the 
world. 

 

 Increased domestic energy production ς Hydropower has the potential to double in the next 
20 years ς through new technologies and better efficiency, not new large-scale dams ς but 
federal support is critical for making this happen. 
 

 Energy security ς IȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ у ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
all U.S. electricity ς ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ мл ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦ  IȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ 
domestic, affordable, secure resource. 
 

Church Ciocci said she hopes both candidates will make the time to view other water-powered facilities 
and meet with other hydropower industry workers, too. 
 
άbI! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ς from some of the oldest power-generating 
plants in the United States to the newest, cutting-ŜŘƎŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ōƻǘƘ 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ς and as the public 
hears how hydropower ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ς we know 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΦέ 
 
Church Ciocci noted that the National Hydropower Association does not endorse presidential 
candidates, preferring to endorse policies that support the development of sound energy policy 
through hydropower development instead. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƳƛȄΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƛƻŎŎƛΦ  
ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴΣ ǾƛǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
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